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The Academic Success Resources Program at the University of Nebraska College of Law is 

designed to help first year students acquire the skills needed to be successful law students and, 

ultimately, successful lawyers. In the first semester, the program focuses on the skills of 

effectively reading and briefing cases, case analysis, issue-spotting, note-taking, time 

management, outlining, and taking exams. In the second semester, the program focuses on 

outlining, time management, oral advocacy, and exam writing. The program has three separate 

components to assist students in developing these skills.  

 

1.  Orientation Sessions  

 

Reading Like a Lawyer 

Sometimes, students are confused during the first few days of classes even though they have read 

the assigned cases. Some think they have understood everything in the readings—until they are 

asked questions in class. Others may wonder how the student next to them gleaned something 

completely different from the same case. Learning to read like a lawyer will help you efficiently 

and accurately process your assigned readings. Although it will take time to master the skill of 

analyzing cases like a lawyer, you can learn to read like a lawyer quickly. Acting Dean Anna 

Shavers and I will help you begin to develop this skill during Orientation on Wednesday, August 

21, at 11:30 a.m. You should read the East v. West case prior to this session. 

 

Briefing Cases 

Case briefs are a key tool to help you learn the law. Essentially, briefs are written records of your 

understanding of the cases you read. The briefing process involves classifying and reorganizing 

the essential components of a case into a structured summary, which in turn serves as a useful 

short-term and long-term study aid. I will introduce you to case briefing during Orientation on 

Wednesday, August 21, at 2:30 p.m. 

 

2.  Mandatory Fall Semester Sessions 

 

Your attendance is required at five Academic Success classes in the fall. Four of these are set, so 

mark them in your calendar now! The final session will be scheduled soon. 

 

• “What to do Before, During, and After Class” - Friday, August 30 @ 12:10 p.m.  

• “Outlining” - Monday, September 23 @ 12:00 p.m. 

• “How to Take Law School Exams” - Monday, October 14 @ 12:00 p.m. 

• “Practice Exam” – Thursday, October 17 @ 2:30 p.m. 

 

Each of these four classes will be held in the Auditorium, and I encourage you to bring a lunch 

with you to the noon-hour sessions.   

 

As noted above, the fifth and final mandatory session will be scheduled later. This will be a 



small group session that you will attend with your classmates in your LAWR section. 

 

• “Reflective Practice for Law Study” – TBD (late October) 

 

There will be three more mandatory classes in the spring semester. Dates and times for these will 

be announced at a later date.      

 

3.  Weekly Academic Success Classes - Fall Semester   

 

Starting on Monday, September 9, there will be weekly Academic Success classes to help you 

practice briefing cases, perform legal analysis, outline class material, and write final exams.  

Attendance and participation is voluntary, except for the mandatory meetings listed above.  The 

Academic Success class will ordinarily meet on Mondays from 12:00 -1:00 p.m. in Room 109.  

You are welcome to bring lunch with you to these meetings.  

 

Academic Success Advisors 

 

I encourage you to get to know members of the 2L and 3L classes. You will find that in general, 

experienced students are eager to share advice about how to approach law school. In addition, I 

have selected a team of 2L and 3L law students who will be available to meet with you 

individually each week outside of class to share sound advice and offer help and support.  

 

In addition to the foregoing, one of my primary roles is to provide students with individual 

academic counseling. Students are always welcome to stop by my office.  If I happen to be 

meeting with another student, Patty Cavanagh—our Dean’s Office Receptionist—can schedule 

an appointment for you. You can also email me directly to set up a specific meeting time. 

 

A full syllabus outlining our programming for the fall semester and listing the members of the 

academic success advising team will be published on the Academic Success Resources page on 

Canvas in August, prior to Orientation. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me if 

you have questions! 

 

Marc Pearce      

Assistant Dean 

Mpearce3@unl.edu 

 

 


